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Using works written over the course of 1,500 years, considers philosophers’ autobiographies as a genre of
philosophical writing.

This book examines philosophers’ autobiographies as a genre of philosophical writing. Author J. Lenore
Wright focuses her attention on five philosophical autobiographies: Augustine’s Confessions, Descartes’
Meditations, Rousseau’s The Confessions, Nietzsche’s Ecce Homo, and Hazel Barnes’s The Story I Tell
Myself.  In the context of first-person narration, she shows how the philosophers in question turn their
attention inward and unleash their analytical rigor on themselves.

Wright argues that philosophical autobiography makes philosophical analysis necessary and that one cannot
unfold without the other. Her distinction between the ontological and rhetorical dimensions of the self
creates a rich middle ground in which questions of essence and identity bear upon existence.

“There is much to admire in this book. The idea of using philosophical autobiography as a means of
investigating the nature of self and self-examination is a fruitful one. Wright identifies an interesting and
important set of issues, and picks a wonderful group of texts through which to address them. In addition to
the five philosophical autobiographies that form the core of her investigation, she also makes reference to an
astonishingly wide array of philosophers and literary theorists, providing an enormously multifaceted
investigation into the philosophy of self.” — Biography

“Prof. Wright[’s] intellect possesses all the vigor and fervor of youth, and her subject is timely and
interesting.” — Metapsychology Online Reviews

“Wright’s book is a thorough, sophisticated, and illuminating exploration. She draws on substantial
contemporary philosophical and literary sources in developing her own distinctive and creative dialectical
interpretation centered in the polarities of ontological/rhetorical, inner/outer self, and author-subject/writer-
self.” — James Woelfel, University of Kansas
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From reader reviews:

Mary Blackwell:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Philosopher's "I": Autobiography and the
Search for the Self book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Donald Corbett:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Philosopher's "I": Autobiography and the Search for the Self your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get before. The The Philosopher's "I": Autobiography and the Search for the Self
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your
better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Julio Rico:

Beside this specific The Philosopher's "I": Autobiography and the Search for the Self in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Philosopher's "I": Autobiography and the Search for the Self
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Candace Hernandez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore , this The Philosopher's "I": Autobiography and the Search for the Self can make you sense more
interested to read.
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