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Westerners tend to divide the political world into "good" democracies and "bad" authoritarian regimes. But
the Chinese political model does not fit neatly in either category. Over the past three decades, China has
evolved a political system that can best be described as "political meritocracy." The China Model seeks to
understand the ideals and the reality of this unique political system. How do the ideals of political
meritocracy set the standard for evaluating political progress (and regress) in China? How can China avoid
the disadvantages of political meritocracy? And how can political meritocracy best be combined with
democracy? Daniel Bell answers these questions and more.

Opening with a critique of "one person, one vote" as a way of choosing top leaders, Bell argues that Chinese-
style political meritocracy can help to remedy the key flaws of electoral democracy. He discusses the
advantages and pitfalls of political meritocracy, distinguishes between different ways of combining
meritocracy and democracy, and argues that China has evolved a model of democratic meritocracy that is
morally desirable and politically stable. Bell summarizes and evaluates the "China model"--meritocracy at
the top, experimentation in the middle, and democracy at the bottom--and its implications for the rest of the
world.

A timely and original book that will stir up interest and debate, The China Model looks at a political system
that not only has had a long history in China, but could prove to be the most important political development
of the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

The book The China Model: Political Meritocracy and the Limits of Democracy make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a
book The China Model: Political Meritocracy and the Limits of Democracy to become your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a guide The China Model: Political
Meritocracy and the Limits of Democracy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ismael Roop:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. The China Model: Political Meritocracy and the Limits of Democracy can be your answer given it can
be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Julia Hale:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book The China Model: Political Meritocracy and the Limits of Democracy we can acquire more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time
book The China Model: Political Meritocracy and the Limits of Democracy. You can more attractive than
now.

Rebbecca Farley:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The China Model: Political Meritocracy
and the Limits of Democracy to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a
book and study it. Beside that the book The China Model: Political Meritocracy and the Limits of
Democracy can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
these time.
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