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In this novel exploration of Reformed spirituality, Belden C. Lane uncovers a "green theology" that
celebrates a community of jubilant creatures of all languages and species. Lane reveals an ecologically
sensitive Calvin who spoke of himself as ''ravished'' by the earth's beauty. He speaks of Puritans who
fostered a ''lusty'' spirituality in which Christ figured as a lover who encouraged meditation on the wonders
of creation. He presents a Jonathan Edwards who urged a sensuous ''enjoyment'' of God's beauty as the only
real way of knowing God.

Lane argues for the ''double irony'' of Reformed spirituality, showing that Calvinists who often seem prudish
and proper are in fact a people of passionate desire. Similarly, Reformed Christians who appear totally
focused on divine transcendence turn out at times to be closet nature mystics, exulting in God's glory
everywhere. Lane also demonstrates, however, that a spirituality of desire can be derailed, ending in sexual
excess and pantheism. Ecologically, holy longing can be redirected from a contemplation of God's splendor
in the earth's beauty to a craving for land itself, resulting in disastrous misuse of its resources.
Between the major chapters of the book are engaging personal essays drawn from the author's own love of
nature as a Reformed Christian, and providing a thoughtful discussion of contemporary issues of species
diversity and the honoring of an earth community.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Furst:

The book Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing
like a book Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed
Spirituality has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Gail Beattie:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality book is
readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer regarding Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but
it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of
Reformed Spirituality is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Veronica Lopez:

The reason why? Because this Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Maria Simmons:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your



needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Ravished by Beauty: The Surprising Legacy of Reformed Spirituality
can make you experience more interested to read.
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