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In Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature, Paul Kelleher revises the
history of sexuality from the vantage point of the literary history of sentimentalism. Kelleher demonstrates
how eighteenth-century British philosophers, essayists, and novelists fundamentally reconceived the
relations among sentiment, sexuality, and moral virtue. It is his contention that sentimental discourse, both
philosophical and literary, posited heterosexual desire as the precondition of moral feeling and conduct. The
author further suggests that sentimental writers fashioned the ideal of conjugal love as an ideological antidote
to the theories of self-love and self-interest found in the works of Thomas Hobbes and Bernard Mandeville.
Heterosexual desire and its culmination in conjugal love, in other words, were represented as the privileged
means for an individual to transcend self-love and to develop a moral sensibility attuned to the thoughts and
feelings of others. At the same time, Kelleher suggests, other pleasures and desires—particularly those
rooted in same-sex eroticism—were increasingly depicted as antithetical to conjugal love and, thus, were
morally devalued and socially disenfranchised. Kelleher's argument unfolds through close readings of a
variety of texts, including Shaftesbury’s Characteristics of Men, Manners, Opinions, Times, Joseph Addison
and Richard Steele’s the Tatler and the Spectator, Eliza Haywood’s Love in Excess, Samuel Richardson’s
Pamela, and Henry Fielding’s Tom Jones. Although these texts embody diverse rhetorical strategies and
thematic concerns, he shows how they collectively reinforce an overarching sentimental ideology: on the one
hand, heterosexual desire and conjugal love become synonymous with sympathy, benevolence, and moral
goodness, while on the other hand, same-sex desire is pathologized as a selfish withdrawal from procreation,
domesticity, sociability, and ultimately, “humanity” itself.
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From reader reviews:

Josue Denson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Making Love:
Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture,
1650-1850)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Lori Gravitt:

Here thing why this kind of Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature
(Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature (Transits:
Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in
Eighteenth-Century British Literature (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850). It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature (Transits: Literature,
Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) in e-book can be your alternate.

Leesa Banta:

This Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature (Transits: Literature,
Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for
you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately
using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Making Love: Sentiment and
Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?



Ronald Peyton:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Making Love: Sentiment and
Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850)
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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