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In the 1880s, as the European powers were carving up Africa, King Leopold II of Belgium seized for himself
the vast and mostly unexplored territory surrounding the Congo River. Carrying out a genocidal plundering
of the Congo, he looted its rubber, brutalized its people, and ultimately slashed its population by ten million-
-all the while shrewdly cultivating his reputation as a great humanitarian. Heroic efforts to expose these
crimes eventually led to the first great human rights movement of the twentieth century, in which everyone
from Mark Twain to the Archbishop of Canterbury participated. King Leopold's Ghost is the haunting
account of a megalomaniac of monstrous proportions, a man as cunning, charming, and cruel as any of the
great Shakespearean villains. It is also the deeply moving portrait of those who fought Leopold: a brave
handful of missionaries, travelers, and young idealists who went to Africa for work or adventure and
unexpectedly found themselves witnesses to a holocaust. Adam Hochschild brings this largely untold story
alive with the wit and skill of a Barbara Tuchman. Like her, he knows that history often provides a far richer
cast of characters than any novelist could invent. Chief among them is Edmund Morel, a young British
shipping agent who went on to lead the international crusade against Leopold. Another hero of this tale, the
Irish patriot Roger Casement, ended his life on a London gallows. Two courageous black Americans, George
Washington Williams and William Sheppard, risked much to bring evidence of the Congo atrocities to the
outside world. Sailing into the middle of the story was a young Congo River steamboat officer named Joseph
Conrad. And looming above them all, the duplicitous billionaire King Leopold II. With great power and
compassion, King Leopold's Ghost will brand the tragedy of the Congo--too long forgotten--onto the
conscience of the West.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Evert:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular King Leopold's Ghost: A
Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Laveta Blodgett:

The book with title King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa
contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Alfred Greenwell:

Exactly why? Because this King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Mary Christensen:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in
Colonial Africa why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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