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Brilliant, reminiscent of Lewis Hyde's The Gift in its reach and of Timothy Egan's The Worst Hard Timein
its haunting evocation of human lives, offers a sweeping view of a surprisingly revealing aspect of human
history--from the stone lamps of the Pleistocene to the LEDs embedded in fabrics of the future.

Brox plumbs the class implications of light--who had it, who didn't--through the many centuries when crude
lamps and tallow candles constricted waking hours. She convincingly portrays the hell-bent pursuit of whale
oil asthe first time the human desire for light thrust us toward an environmental tipping point. Only decades
later, gas street lights opened up the evening hours to leisure, which changed the ways we live and sleep and
the world's ecosystems.

Edison's "tiny strip of paper that a breath would blow away" produced alight that seemed to its users al but
divorced from human effort or cost. And yet, as Brox's informative and hair-raising portrait of our current
grid system shows, the cost is ever with us.

Brilliant is infused with human voices, startling insights, and--only afew years before it becomesillegal to
sell most incandescent light bulbs in the United States--timely questions about how our future lives will be
shaped by light.
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From reader reviews:
Jay Burke:

The book Brilliant: The Evolution of Artificial Light can give more knowledge and al so the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Brilliant: The
Evolution of Artificial Light? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can
give many detailsfor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share al of these. Book
Brilliant: The Evolution of Artificial Light has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by wide open and read areserve. So it isvery
wonderful.

Joseph Gee:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Brilliant: The Evolution of Artificial Light book is readable ssimply by
you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyabl e studying
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving
Brilliant: The Evolution of Artificial Light content conveys objective easily to understand by alot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available asit. So , do you
continue to thinking Brilliant: The Evolution of Artificial Light is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Eleanor Bender:

This book untitled Brilliant: The Evolution of Artificial Light to be one of several books that will best seller
in this year, thisis because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit upon it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Lowell Seymour:

Reading a book to become new life style in thisyr; every people lovesto study a book. When you examine a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read.
If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you are able to afiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Brilliant: The Evolution of
Artificial Light provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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