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An incomparably rich source of period information, "The Southern Debate over Slavery" offers a
representative sampling of the thousands of petitions about issues of race and slavery that southerners
submitted to their state legislatures between the American Revolution and the Civil War. These petitions,
filed by slaveholders and non-slaveholders, slaves and free blacks, women and men, abolitionists and
staunch defenders of slavery, constitute a uniquely important primary source. Petitioners were compelled to
present the most accurate and fully documented case they could, since their claims would be subject to
public scrutiny and legal verification. Unlike the many reminiscences and autobiographies of the period,
these petitions record with great immediacy and minute detail the dynamics, common understandings, and
legal restrictions and parameters that shaped southern society during this period. Arranged chronologically,
with their original spelling and idiosyncratic phraseology intact, these documents reveal the grim and brutal
nature of human bondage, the fears of whites who lived among large concentrations of blacks, and the
workings of the complicated legal system designed to control blacks. They tell about the yearning of
bondspeople to gain their freedom, the attitudes of freed blacks who were forced to leave the South, and the
efforts of African Americans to overcome harsh and restrictive laws. They also underscore the unique
situation of free women of color and the reliance of manumitted (formally freed) blacks on their former
owners for protection, travel passes, guardianship papers, and reference letters. Astonishingly intimate and
frank, "The Southern Debate over Slavery" illuminates how slavery penetrated nearly every aspect of
southern life and how various groups of southerners responded to the difficulties they confronted as a result
of living in a slave society.
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Evans:

The book The Southern Debate over Slavery: vol. 1: Petitions to Southern Legislatures, 1778-1864 can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important
thing like a book The Southern Debate over Slavery: vol. 1: Petitions to Southern Legislatures, 1778-1864?
A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It
is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Southern Debate over Slavery:
vol. 1: Petitions to Southern Legislatures, 1778-1864 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Glenn Remaley:

Precisely why? Because this The Southern Debate over Slavery: vol. 1: Petitions to Southern Legislatures,
1778-1864 is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Herman Pendergrass:

This The Southern Debate over Slavery: vol. 1: Petitions to Southern Legislatures, 1778-1864 is great guide
for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word
or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having The Southern Debate over Slavery: vol. 1: Petitions to Southern Legislatures,
1778-1864 in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Josie Garcia:

Beside this kind of The Southern Debate over Slavery: vol. 1: Petitions to Southern Legislatures, 1778-1864
in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old



people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Southern Debate over Slavery: vol. 1:
Petitions to Southern Legislatures, 1778-1864 because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from
currently!
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