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Josiah Gorgas was best known as the highly regarded Chief of Confederate Ordnance. Born in 1818, he
attended West Point, served in the U.S. Army, and later, after marrying Amelia Gayle, daughter of a former
Alabama governor, joined the Confederacy. After the Civil War he served as president of The University of
Alabama until ill health forced him to resign. His journals, maintained between 1857 and 1878, reflect the
family's economic successes and failures, detail the course of the South through the Civil War, and describe
the ordeal of Reconstruction. Few journals cover such a sweep of history. An added dimension is the view of
Victorian family life as Gorgas explored his feelings about aspects of parental responsibility and
transmission of values to children--a rarely documented account from the male perspective. His son, called
Willie in the journals, was William Crawford Gorgas (1854-1920), who was noted for his fight to control
yellow fever and who became surgeon general of the United States.

In his foreword to the volume, Frank E. Vandiver states: "Wiggins has done much more than present a well-
edited version of Gorgas's diaries and journals; she has interpreted them in full Gorgas family context and in
perspective of the times they cover. . . . Wiggins informs with the sort of editorial notes expected of a careful
scholar, but she enlightens with wide knowledge of American and southern history. . . . Josiah Gorgas [was]
an unusually observant, passionate man, a 'galvanized Rebel' who deserves rank among the true geniuses of
American logistics."
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From reader reviews:

Shanon Stephens:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Journals of Josiah Gorgas,
1857-1878 book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Matthew Thompson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878 can
give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Journals of Josiah Gorgas,
1857-1878.

Lillie Stein:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878 was
bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Journals of Josiah Gorgas,
1857-1878 has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all
of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Stacie Logan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
add you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these
claims The Journals of Josiah Gorgas, 1857-1878.
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