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Why has the United States assumed so extensive and costly a role in world affairs over the last hundred
years? The two most common answers to this question are "because it could" and "because it had to."
Neither answer will do, according to this challenging re-assessment of the way that America came to assume
its global role. The country's vast economic resources gave it the capacity to exercise great influence abroad,
but Americans were long reluctant to meet the costs of wielding that power. Neither the country's safety from
foreign attack nor its economic well-being required the achievement of ambitious foreign policy objectives.

In A Sense of Power, John A. Thompson takes a long view of America's dramatic rise as a world power,
from the late nineteenth century into the post–World War II era. How, and more importantly why, has
America come to play such a dominant role in world affairs? There is, he argues, no simple answer.
Thompson challenges conventional explanations of America's involvement in World War I and World War
II, seeing neither the requirements of national security nor economic interests as determining. He shows how
American leaders from Wilson to Truman developed an ever more capacious understanding of the national
interest, and why by the 1940s most Americans came to support the price tag, in blood and treasure, attached
to strenuous efforts to shape the world. The beliefs and emotions that led them to do so reflected distinctive
aspects of U.S. culture, not least the strength of ties to Europe. Consciousness of the nation’s unique power
fostered feelings of responsibility, entitlement, and aspiration among the people and leaders of the United
States.

This original analysis challenges some widely held beliefs about the determinants of United States foreign
policy and will bring new insight to contemporary debates about whether the nation should?or must?play so
active a part in world politics.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Rasmussen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's Global Role. Try to
stumble through book A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's Global Role as your friend. It means that it
can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Alexander Ratcliff:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible A Sense of Power: The Roots
of America's Global Role? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Julio Keith:

The book A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's Global Role can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's Global Role? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's Global Role has simple
shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

David McCabe:

This book untitled A Sense of Power: The Roots of America's Global Role to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.
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