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D. D. Raphael provides a critical account of the moral philosophy of Adam Smith, presented in his first
book, The Theory of Moral Sentiments. Whilst it does not have the same prominence in its field as his work
on economics, The Wealth of Nations, Smith's writing on ethics is of continuing importance and interest
today, especially for its theory of conscience. Smith sees the origin of conscience in the sympathetic and
antipathetic feelings of spectators. As spectators of the actions of other people, we can imagine how we
would feel in their situation. If we would share their motives, we approve of their action. If not, we
disapprove. When we ourselves take an action, we know from experience what spectators would feel,
approval or disapproval. That knowledge forms conscience, an imagined impartial spectator who tells us
whether an action is right or wrong. In describing the content of moral judgment, Smith is much influenced
by Stoic ethics, with an emphasis on self-command, but he voices criticism as well as praise. His own
position is a combination of Stoic and Christian values.

There is a substantial difference between the first five editions of the Moral Sentiments and the sixth. Failure
to take account of this has led some commentators to mistaken views about the supposed youthful idealism
of the Moral Sentiments as contrasted with the mature realism of The Wealth of Nations. A further source of
error has been the supposition that Smith treats sympathy as the motive of moral action, as contrasted with
the supposedly universal motive of self-interest in The Wealth of Nations.
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From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Impartial Spectator: Adam
Smith's Moral Philosophy book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Ross Jackson:

This book untitled The Impartial Spectator: Adam Smith's Moral Philosophy to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Melody Grissom:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Impartial Spectator: Adam Smith's Moral Philosophy your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get ahead of. The The Impartial Spectator: Adam Smith's Moral Philosophy giving you yet
another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Jillian Harrington:

The book untitled The Impartial Spectator: Adam Smith's Moral Philosophy contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all
the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The
author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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