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An enthralling biography of the man who created the first real map of the world and changed civilization

Born at the dawn of the age of discovery, Gerhard Mercator lived in an era of formidable intellectual and
scientific advances. At the center of these developments were the cartographers who painstakingly pieced
together the evidence to create ever more accurate pictures of the planet. Mercator was the greatest of all of
them-a poor farm boy who attended one of Europe's top universities, was persecuted and imprisoned by the
Inquisition, but survived to coin the term "atlas" and to produce the so-called projection for which he is
known. Devoutly religious, yet gripped by Aristotelian science, Mercator struggled to reconcile the two, a
conflict mirrored by the growing clash in Europe between humanism and the Church.

Mercator solved the dimensional riddle that had vexed cosmographers for so long: How could the three-
dimensional globe be converted into a two-dimensional map while retaining true compass bearings? The
projection revolutionized navigation and has become the most common worldview.

Nicholas Crane-a fellow geographer-has combined a keen eye for historical detail with a gift for vivid
storytelling to produce a masterful biography of the man who mapped the planet.
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From reader reviews:

Galen Dent:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Mercator: The Man Who
Mapped the Planet to read.

Deloris Wagner:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
Mercator: The Man Who Mapped the Planet.

Jennifer Garza:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
Mercator: The Man Who Mapped the Planet.

Amado Spieker:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mercator: The Man Who Mapped the
Planet can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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