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When the U.S. liberated the Philippines from Spanish rule in 1898, the exploit was hailed at home as a great
moral victory, an instance of Uncle Sam freeing an oppressed country from colonial tyranny. The next move,
however, was hotly contested: should the U.S. annex the archipelago? The disputants did agree on one point:
that the United States was divinely appointed to bring democracy--and with it, white Protestant culture--to
the rest of the world. They were, in the words of U.S. Senator Albert Beveridge, "God's arbiters," a civilizing
force with a righteous role to play on the world stage.

Mining letters, speeches, textbooks, poems, political cartoons and other sources, Susan K. Harris examines
the role of religious rhetoric and racial biases in the battle over annexation. She offers a provocative reading
both of the debates' religious framework and of the evolution of Christian national identity within the U.S.
The book brings to life the personalities who dominated the discussion, figures like the bellicose Beveridge
and the segregationist Senator Benjamin Tillman. It also features voices from outside U.S. geopolitical
boundaries that responded to the Americans' venture into global imperialism: among them England's
"imperial" poet Rudyard Kipling, Nicaragua's poet/diplomat Rubén Darío, and the Philippines' revolutionary
leaders Emilio Aguinaldo and Apolinario Mabini. At the center of this dramatis personae stands Mark
Twain, an influential partisan who was, for many, the embodiment of America. Twain had supported the
initial intervention but quickly changed his mind, arguing that the U.S. decision to annex the archipelago was
a betrayal of the very principles the U.S. claimed to promote.

Written with verve and animated by a wide range of archival research, God's Arbiters reveals the roots of
current debates over textbook content, evangelical politics, and American exceptionalism-shining light on
our own times as it recreates the culture surrounding America's global mission at the turn into the twentieth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy King:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. For you who
want to start reading the book, we give you this particular God's Arbiters: Americans and the Philippines,
1898 - 1902 (Imagining the Americas) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Edward Kirklin:

Precisely why? Because this God's Arbiters: Americans and the Philippines, 1898 - 1902 (Imagining the
Americas) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter
it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other
book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Thomas Major:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This God's Arbiters: Americans and the
Philippines, 1898 - 1902 (Imagining the Americas) is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And
so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Charlie Attwood:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this God's Arbiters: Americans and the
Philippines, 1898 - 1902 (Imagining the Americas) can make you experience more interested to read.
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