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Good research papers begin with good research proposals. This observation applies to doctoral dissertations,
master’s theses, and even some college term papers. Just as a traveler maps out a route before a trip and a
general develops a strategy before a battle, you need a detailed plan before conducting research. The research
proposal is “a systematic, extended exploration of one’s topic, from statement of the problem all the way
through anticipated analytic procedures” (Sternberg 1981, 73). Because this “exploration” may seem a
daunting task, this guide is for the student writing a research proposal for the first time.
Although this guide focuses on the research proposal, the principles found here apply to the entire research
process, which involves three broad steps. The first is to plan the research and write the research proposal.
The second step is to conduct the research by gathering and analyzing data. And the final step is to write the
research paper, which communicates the results of a completed research project and provides an
interpretation of its findings. In fact, the organization and content of the research proposal in many ways
parallels the final research paper.
A college research proposal serves several purposes. First, it focuses a student on selecting a topic and
starting the project early in the semester. Often, just getting started is the most difficult part of a research
paper. Second, it communicates the research plan to those who must confirm that the intended research
meets the assignment requirements. Proposals have “rescued” many students from pursuing inappropriate or
unfeasible research. Third, a proposal provides a blueprint for the project. By carefully thinking through the
entire research process, the student can conduct the research more easily. The research paper can be no better
than the plan of investigation. Fourth, once the proposal is accepted, it forms a sort of “contract” between
student and teacher. The student is generally assured a passing grade if the research is carried out as
proposed and the final paper meets the standards of writing style and mechanics.
Thus, the research proposal teaches a student to conduct quality research and write good papers. Armed with
an accepted proposal, even one subject to major revisions, a student can begin research in earnest, confident
of being on the right track.
Beyond the classroom, private foundations and government agencies also rely on proposals to decide who
receives research grants and fellowships. So, the ability to design a meaningful and coherent proposal could
pay off monetarily some day.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Brown:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their
can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this A Short Guide to Writing a Research Proposal to read.

Madeline Williams:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific A Short Guide to Writing a
Research Proposal book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Celia Norton:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From
the book A Short Guide to Writing a Research Proposal we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book A Short Guide to Writing a Research Proposal.
You can more attractive than now.

Travis Mahon:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the A Short Guide to Writing a Research Proposal when you required it?
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