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The topics of church and state, religious toleration, the legal enforcement of religious practices, and
religiously motivated violence on the part of individuals have once again become burning issues. Pierre
Bayle’s Philosophical Commentary was a major attempt to deal with very similar problems three centuries
ago. His argument is that if the orthodox have the right and duty to persecute, then every sect will persecute,
since every sect considers itself orthodox. The result will be mutual slaughter, something God cannot have
intended.

The Philosophical Commentary takes its starting point from the words attributed to Jesus Christ in Luke
14:23, “And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come
in, that my house may be full.” Bayle contends that the word compel cannot mean “force.” From this
perspective, he constructs his doctrine of toleration based on the singular importance of conscience. His point
is not that coercion usually is ineffective in matters of faith but that, even when effective, it is wrong because
it ignores the indispensability of the free conscience.

Bayle’s book was translated into English in 1708. The Liberty Fund edition reprints that translation, carefully
checked against the French and corrected, with an introduction and annotations designed to make Bayle’s
arguments accessible to the twenty-first-century reader.

Pierre Bayle (1647–1706), Protestant philosopher and critic, was born in France. In 1675 he became
professor of philosophy at Sedan until forced into exile in Rotterdam in 1681, where he published works on
religion with a liberal and tolerant tendency. He was dismissed from his position at the Huguenot refugees
academy in 1693 following the accusation that he was an agent of France and an enemy of Protestantism. In
1696 he completed his major work, the Dictionnaire historique et critique.

John Kilcullen is a Senior Research Fellow in Humanities at Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia.

Chandran Kukathas is Chair in Political Theory atThe London School of Economics and Political Science,
University of London.

Knud Haakonssen is Professor of Intellectual History and Director of the Centre for Intellectual History at
the University of Sussex, England.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Downey:

The book A Philosophical Commentary on these Words of The Gospel, Luke 14:23 can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
good thing like a book A Philosophical Commentary on these Words of The Gospel, Luke 14:23? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many information for us.
It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book A Philosophical Commentary on these
Words of The Gospel, Luke 14:23 has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Yancey:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name A Philosophical
Commentary on these Words of The Gospel, Luke 14:23 suitable to you? The book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled A Philosophical Commentary on these Words of The
Gospel, Luke 14:23is the one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Margaret Phillips:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Philosophical Commentary on these Words of
The Gospel, Luke 14:23 can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than
the others?

Robert Polk:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and A Philosophical Commentary on
these Words of The Gospel, Luke 14:23 or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes A Philosophical Commentary on these Words
of The Gospel, Luke 14:23 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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