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Until recently, American composition scholars have studied writing instruction mainly within the borders of
their own nation, rarely considering English composition in the global context in which writing in Englishis
increasingly taught. Writing in the Devil’ s Tongue challenges this anachronistic approach by examining the
history of English composition instruction in an East Asian country. Author Xiaoye Y ou offers scholars a
chance to observe how a nation changed from monolingual writing practices to bilingual writing instruction
in a school setting.

Y ou makes extensive use of archival sources to help trace bilingual writing instruction in China back
to 1862, when English was first taught in government schools. Treating the Chinese pursuit of modernity as
the overarching theme, he explores how the entry of Anglo-American rhetoric and composition challenged
and altered the traditional monolithic practice of teaching Chinese writing in the Confucian spirit. The author
focuses on four aspects of this history: the Chinese negotiation with Anglo-American rhetoric, their search
for innovative approaches to instruction, students' situated use of English writing, and local scholarshipin
English composition.

Unlike previous composition histories, which have tended to focus on institutional, disciplinary, and
pedagogical issues, Writing in the Devil’ s Tongue brings students back to center stage by featuring several
passages written by them in each chapter. These passages not only showcase rhetorical and linguistic
features of their writings but also serve as representative anecdotes that reveal the complex waysin which
students, responding to their situations, performed multivalent, intercultural discourses. In addition, You
moves out of the classroom and into the historical, cultural, and political contexts that shaped both Chinese
writing and composing practices and the pedagogies that were adopted to teach English to Chinese in China.
Teachers, students, and scholars reading this book will learn a great deal about the political and cultural
impact that teaching English composition has had in Chinaand about the ways in which Chinese writing and
composition continues to be shaped by rich and diverse cultural traditions and political discourses.

In showcasing the Chinese struggle with teaching and practicing bilingual composition, Writing in
the Devil’ s Tongue alerts American writing scholars and teachers to an untimely English monolingual
mentality and urges them to modify their rhetorical assumptions, pedagogical approaches, and writing
practices in the age of globalization.
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From reader reviews:
Nathan Marker:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be examine. Writing in the Devil's Tongue: A History of English Composition in China can be your
answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

KateWord:

Reading a book to become new life style in thisyr; every people lovesto read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, aswell as
soon. The Writing in the Devil's Tongue: A History of English Composition in China provide you with a
new experience in reading through a book.

Lila Smith:

Isit you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Writing in the Devil's Tongue: A History of
English Composition in China can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

EffieMorris;

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Writing in the Devil's Tongue: A
History of English Composition in Chinato make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our own skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especialy. It isto be first opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Writing in the Devil's Tongue: A
History of English Composition in China can to be your new friend when you're truly feel aone and confuse
using what must you're doing of their time.
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