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The recognition that cyberspace is afiction -- a narrative that creates a coherence it would like to imagine
"really" exists -- iscrucial to any theoretically sophisticated critique of the limitations of this consensual
hallucination and the discontents it imperfectly masks. In this groundbreaking volume Robert Markley and
his co-authors set out to discover why "cyberspace provokes often-rapturous rhetoric but resists critical
anaysis."

Taking avariety of approaches, the authors explore the ways in which virtual realities conserve and
incorporate rather than overthrow the assumptions and values of atraditional, logocentric humanism: the
Platonist division of the world into the physical and metaphysical in which ideal forms are valued over
material content. Cyberspace, David Porush suggests, represents not a break with our metaphysical past but
an extension of its basic theistic postulates. Richard Grusin argues that the claims for new forms of electronic
communication depend upon the very notions of authorship -- and subjectivity -- they claim to transcend. N.
Katherine Hayles examines debates about cybernetics in the 1950s to demonstrate that the history of mind-
body ideas in the age of computers and feedback loopsisitself conflicted. David Brande analyzes cyberspace
as an extension of the logic of late twentieth-century capitalism. And Robert Markley explores the entangled
roots of cyberspace in the philosophy of mathematics.

"One of the ironies of our culture's fascination with cyberspace is that our material and psychic investments
in Virtual Reality suggest that the death of print culture -- or its disappearance into the matrix -- has been
greatly exaggerated.... Cyberspace is unthinkable, literally inconceivable, without the print culture it claims
to transcend. It is, in part, a by-product of atradition of metaphysics that, boats against the current, bears us
back relentlessly to our past.” -- Robert Markley, from the introduction
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From reader reviews:
Margaret Williams:

The book Virtual Realities and Their Discontents gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.

Y ou can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Virtual Realitiesand Their
Discontents to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open up and read ae-
book Virtual Realities and Their Discontents. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopediaor other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Stephanie Bush:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for awhile is reading.
That'swhy, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Virtual Realities
and Their Discontents book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Magdalena M cKinney:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Virtual Realities and Their Discontents book is readable by you who hate
the perfect word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Virtual Realities
and Their Discontents content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different available asit. So, do you still thinking Virtual
Redlities and Their Discontents is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

TessaKrieger:

Y ou can spend your free time you just read this book thisreserve. This Virtual Realities and Their
Discontents is ssmple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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