
The Fault Lines of the Middle East: The History of
the Religious and Political Issues Affecting the

Region
Charles River Editors

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=150309989X
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=150309989X
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=150309989X


The Fault Lines of the Middle East: The History of the
Religious and Political Issues Affecting the Region

Charles River Editors

The Fault Lines of the Middle East: The History of the Religious and Political Issues Affecting the
Region Charles River Editors
*Includes pictures
*Discusses the Sunni-Shia divide, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the Syrian civil war, the history of the
Muslim Brotherhood, Islamic State, and al-Qaeda, and more.
*Includes footnotes and bibliographies for further reading

The Middle East has been a troubled region for centuries, and it is perhaps the most notorious hotspot in the
early 21st century, as longstanding political and religious issues continue to roil the region. As a result,
countries across the region have uneasy alliances against each other, open conflicts with some, and an
ongoing civil war in Syria that has Iranian and Syrian proxies fighting against other groups supported by
different nations. Throw in substate terrorist groups and militias like the Islamic State, and the mix has
become even deadlier of late.

Today, the most important religious split is between the Sunnis and the Shias (Shiites) within Islam. Unlike
divisions in other faiths - between Conservative and Orthodox Jews or Catholic and Protestant Christians -
the split between the Sunnis and Shia has existed almost as long as the faith itself, and it quickly emerged out
of tensions created by the political crisis after the death of the Prophet Muhammad. In a sense, what are now
two different forms of Islam essentially started as political factions within the unified body of Muslim
believers.

Over the past few centuries, Christians have mostly been able to live alongside their co-religionists, but the
split between the Sunnis and Shias is still so pronounced that many adherents of each branch view each other
with disdain if not as outright apostates or non-believers. The religious divide is perhaps the most important
fault line in the turbulent Middle East today, with Sunni nations like Egypt and Saudi Arabia at odds with
Shiite nations like Iran. At lower levels, non-state groups like the Islamic State and Hezbollah are fighting
each other in ways that cross state lines in places like Lebanon, Iraq, and Syria. Although it is technically a
split in religion, the divide has had substantial global ramifications for decades, and there seems to be no end
in sight.

While the religious divides have spawned groups like the Muslim Brotherhood, al-Qaeda, the Islamic State,
and others, the controversial conflict between Israel and the Palestinians continues to be perhaps the most
contentious foreign policy issue not just across the Middle East but much of the world, as Western powers
have constantly tried to help broker peace over the last several decades. The conflict is also one of the most
historically complex, making it all the more important to understand it.

The Fault Lines of the Middle East traces the origins of the Sunni-Shia split and the historic effects of the
main divide within Islam, which continues to wreak havoc in places like Iraq and Syria today. It also
discusses the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the Syrian civil war, the historic Iranian Revolution, and the history
and beliefs of influential groups like the Muslim Brotherhood. Along with pictures of important people,
places, and events, you will learn about the history of the Middle East like never before.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Slowik:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Fault Lines of the
Middle East: The History of the Religious and Political Issues Affecting the Region? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Ruth Mullins:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Fault Lines of the Middle East: The
History of the Religious and Political Issues Affecting the Region book as nice and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jose Roberts:

Why? Because this The Fault Lines of the Middle East: The History of the Religious and Political Issues
Affecting the Region is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Roger Richmond:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Fault Lines of the Middle East: The History of the Religious and Political Issues Affecting the Region
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for
but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one type
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The The Fault Lines of the Middle East: The
History of the Religious and Political Issues Affecting the Region giving you a different experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are



finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?
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