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The traditional view of puritans is that they were killjoys - serious, austere, gloomy people who closed
theatres and abolished Christmas. This book, based on extensive original research, presents a different view.
Focusing on both the writings of the leading Independent divine, Ralph Venning, and also on his pastoral
work in the 1640s and 1650s when he was successively chaplain to the Tower of London and vicar of St
Olave's, Southwark, the book reveals a much neglected strand of puritan theology. This emphasised the
importance of inner happiness and the development of a personal piety which, the author argues, was similar
in its nature to medieval mysticism, not that different from the piety promoted by earlier metaphysical
preachers, and not at all driven by the predestinarian ideas usually associated with puritans, ideas liable to
induce a sense of helplessness and despair. In addition, the book reassesses the role of Emmanuel College,
Cambridge, where Venning was educated, in shaping puritan thought, discusses Max Weber's ideas about
puritanism and capitalism especially in relation to recreation and leisure activities, and demonstrates that
Venning's strand of puritanism favoured toleration, moderation and church unity to a much greater degree
than is usually associated with puritans.
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From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you will need this Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry
and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674.

Edith Stewart:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The
Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Michael Parker:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and
Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Clinton Perez:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The
Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 to make your current reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Puritanism and
the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 can to be your friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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