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In this intense and far-reaching book, acclaimed art historian T. J. Clark offers a new vision of the art of the
past two centuries, focusing on moments when art responded directly in extreme terms to the ongoing
disaster called "modernity". Modernism, Clark argues, was an extreme answer to an extreme condition - the
one Max Weber summed up as "the disenchantment of the world". Clark focuses on instances of maximum
stress, when the movement revealed its true nature. The book begins with Jacques-Louis David, painting at
the height of the Terror in 1793, then leaps forward to Pissarro a hundred years later, struggling to picture
Two Young Peasant Women in a way that agreed with his anarchist politics. Next, the author turns in
succession to Cezanne's paintings of the Grand Baigneuses and their coincidence in time (and maybe
intention) with Freud's launching of psychoanalysis; to Picasso's Cubism, and to avant-garde art after the
Russian Revolution. Clark concludes with a reading of Jackson Pollock's tragic version of abstraction and
suggests a new set of terms to describe avant-garde art - perhaps in its final flowering - in America after
1945. Shifting between broad, speculative history and intense analysis of specific works, Clark not only
transfigures our usual understanding of modern art, he also launches a new set of proposals about modernity
itself.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Durfee:

The reserve with title Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Eugene Glover:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get previous to. The Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better
life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Raul Warren:

The book untitled Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement
all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of
Modernism as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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