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What actually took place in the private laboratory of a mid-seventeenth century alchemist? How did he direct
his quest after the secrets of Nature? What instruments and theoretical principles did he employ?

Using, as their guide, the previously misunderstood interactions between Robert Boyle, widely known as
"the father of chemistry," and George Starkey, an alchemist and the most prominent American scientific
writer before Benjamin Franklin as their guide, Newman and Principe reveal the hitherto hidden laboratory
operations of a famous alchemist and argue that many of the principles and practices characteristic of
modern chemistry derive from alchemy. By analyzing Starkey's extraordinary laboratory notebooks, the
authors show how this American "chymist" translated the wildly figurative writings of traditional alchemy
into quantitative, carefully reasoned laboratory practice—and then encoded his own work in allegorical,
secretive treatises under the name of Eirenaeus Philalethes. The intriguing "mystic" Joan Baptista Van
Helmont—a favorite of Starkey, Boyle, and even of Lavoisier—emerges from this study as a surprisingly
central figure in seventeenth-century "chymistry." A common emphasis on quantification, material
production, and analysis/synthesis, the authors argue, illustrates a continuity of goals and practices from late
medieval alchemy down to and beyond the Chemical Revolution.

For anyone who wants to understand how alchemy was actually practiced during the Scientific Revolution
and what it contributed to the development of modern chemistry, Alchemy Tried in the Fire will be a
veritable philosopher's stone.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Lee:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Alchemy Tried in the Fire:
Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or appropriate book with you?

Daniel Padilla:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should
answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Alchemy Tried in the
Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry to read.

John Lopez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be
the book untitled Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry can be
fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Richard Jimenez:

You can get this Alchemy Tried in the Fire: Starkey, Boyle, and the Fate of Helmontian Chymistry by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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