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The Best American Short Soriesisthe longest running and best-selling series of short fiction in the country.
For the centennial celebration of this beloved annual series, master of the form Lorrie Moore selects forty
stories from the more than two thousand that were published in previous editions. Series editor Heidi Pitlor
recounts behind-the-scenes anecdotes and examines, decade by decade, the trends captured over a hundred
years. Together, the stories and commentary offer an extraordinary guided tour through a century of
literature with what Moore calls “all its wildnesses of character and voice.”

These forty stories represent their eras but also stand the test of time. Here is Ernest Hemingway’ s first
published story and a classic by William Faulkner, who admitted in his biographical note that he began to
write “as an aid to love-making.” Nancy Hale's story describes far-reaching echoes of the Holocaust; Tillie
Olsen’s story expresses the desperation of a single mother; James Baldwin depicts the bonds of brotherhood
and music. Here is Raymond Carver’s “minimalism,” aterm he disliked, and Grace Paley’ s “ secular
Yiddishkeit.” Here are the varied styles of Donald Barthelme, Charles Baxter, and Jamaica Kincaid. From
Junot Diaz to Mary Gaitskill, from ZZ Packer to Sherman Alexie, these writers and stories explore the
different things it means to be American.

Moore writes that the process of assembling these stories alowed her to look “thrillingly not just at literary
history but at actual history — the cries and chatterings, silences and descriptions of a nation in flux.” 100
Years of The Best American Short Soriesis an invaluable testament, a retrospective of our country’s ever-
changing but continually compelling literary artistry.

LORRIE MOORE, after many years as a professor of creative writing at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, is now the Gertrude Conaway Vanderbilt Professor of English at Vanderbilt
University. Moore has received honors for her work, among them the Irish Times International Fiction Prize
and a Lannan Foundation fellowship, as well as the PEN/Ma amud Award and the Rea Award for her
achievement in the short story. Her most recent novel, A Gate at the Sairs, was short-listed for the 2010
Orange Prize for Fiction and for the PEN/Faulkner Award, and her most recent story collection, Bark, was
short-listed for the Story Prize and the Frank O’ Connor Award.

HEIDI PITLOR isaformer senior editor at Houghton Mifflin Harcourt and has been the series editor of The

Best American Short Stories since 2007. She is the author of the novels The Birthdays and The Daylight
Marriage.
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From reader reviews:
Christopher Barnes:

This 100 Y ears of The Best American Short Stories book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will
get. This particular 100 Y ears of The Best American Short Stories without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry 100 Y ears of The Best
American Short Stories can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This 100 Y ears of The Best American Short
Stories having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ryan Connors:

The actual book 100 Y ears of The Best American Short Stories will bring you to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to spell out theideais very unigque. In case you try to find new book to
read, this book very acceptable to you. The book 100 Y ears of The Best American Short Storiesis much
recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Thomas Gonzalez;

Reading a e-book tends to be new life stylein this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get alot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyonein thisworld can
share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world alwaystry to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of
themisthis 100 Y ears of The Best American Short Stories.

Debra Becnedl:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading abook. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book 100 Y ears of The Best American Short
Stories to make your personal reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading especialy. It isto be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and
study it. Beside that the e-book 100 Y ears of The Best American Short Stories can to be your friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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