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In 2004, the original Broadway production of Wicked earned 10 Tony nominations, including best musical.
Based on the best-selling novel by Gregory Maguire, the show continues to run on Broadway and has touring
companies throughout the United States and around the world. In Wicked: A Musical Biography, author Paul
Laird explores the creation of this popular Broadway musical through an examination of draft scripts,
interviews with major figures, and the study of primary musical sources such as sketches, drafts, and
completed musical scores.

Laird brings together an impressive amount of detail on the creation of Wicked, including a look at Maguire's
novel, as well as the original source material, The Wizard of Oz. This volume also offers a history of the
show's genesis along with examinations of the draft scenarios and scripts that demonstrate the show's
development. Laird also explores Stephen Schwartz's life and work, providing an analysis of the composer
and lyricist's work on the show through song drafts, sketches, and musical examples.

Laird also surveys the show's critical reception in New York and London, noting how many critics failed to
appreciate its qualities or anticipate its great success. The unusual nature of Wicked's story—dominated by
two strong female leads—is also placed in the context of Broadway history. A unique look into a successful
Broadway production, Wicked: A Musical Biography will be of interest to musicologists, theatre scholars,
students, and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kline:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Wicked: A Musical
Biography to read.

Donald Worsley:

Here thing why this kind of Wicked: A Musical Biography are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Wicked: A Musical Biography giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Wicked: A Musical
Biography. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of Wicked: A Musical Biography in e-book can be your option.

Joshua McIntosh:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Wicked: A
Musical Biography provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Harriet Dupree:

This Wicked: A Musical Biography is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Wicked: A Musical Biography can be the light food
in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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