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Historians have long maintained that the rise of the British empire brought an end to the great age of piracy,
turning the once violent Atlantic frontier into a locus of orderly commerce by 1730. In this book, Guy Chet
reassesses that view by documenting the persistence of piracy, smuggling, and other forms of illegal trade
throughout the eighteenth century despite ongoing governmental campaigns to stamp it out. The failure of
the Royal Navy to police oceanic trade reflected the state's limited authority and legitimacy at port, in the
courts, and in the hearts and minds of Anglo-American constituents.

Chet shows how the traditional focus on the growth of the modern state overlooked the extent to which old
attitudes and cultural practices continued to hold sway. Even as the British government extended its naval,
legal, and bureaucratic reach, in many parts of the Atlantic world illegal trade was not only tolerated but
encouraged. In part this was because Britain's constabulary command of the region remained more tenuous
than some have suggested, and in part because maritime insurance and wartime tax policies ensured that
piracy and smuggling remained profitable. When Atlantic piracy eventually waned in the early nineteenth
century, it had more to do with a reduction in its profitability at port than with forceful confrontation at sea.

Challenging traditional accounts that chronicle forces of civilization taming a wild Atlantic frontier, this
book is a valuable addition to a body of borderlands scholarship reevaluating the relationship between the
emerging modern state and its imperial frontiers.
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From reader reviews:

Martin McDaniel:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of
State Authority, 1688-1856 as the daily resource information.

Royce Britton:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Ocean Is a Wilderness:
Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of State Authority, 1688-1856 that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The Ocean Is a
Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of State Authority, 1688-1856 become your starter.

Christina Ruiz:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic
Piracy and the Limits of State Authority, 1688-1856 e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of State Authority, 1688-1856 as good
book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by
its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Nancy Kline:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of
State Authority, 1688-1856. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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