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Few episodes in the modern civil rights movement were more galvanizing or more memorialized than the
brutal murders of Michael Schwerner, Andrew Goodman, and James Chaney idealists eager to protect and
promote the rights of black Americans, even in the deep and very dangerous South. In films like Mississippi
Burning and popular folk songs, these young men have been venerated as martyrs. Even so, the landmark
legal dimensions of their murder case have until now remained largely lost.

Howard Ball reminds us just how problematic the prosecution of the murderers all members of the KKK
actually was. When the State of Mississippi failed to indict them, the U.S. tried to prosecute the case in
federal district court. The judge there, however, ruled that the federal government had no jurisdiction and so
dismissed the case. When the U.S. appealed, the Supreme Court unanimously overturned the lower court
decision, claiming that federal authorities did indeed have the power to police civil rights violations in any
state. United States v. Price (1967) thus produced a landmark decision that signaled a seismic shift in
American legal history and race relations, for it meant that local authorities could no longer shield racist
lawbreakers.

Ball weaves the tales of victims and perpetrators into a single compelling story in which the legal process
becomes as much personal as political. Readers will learn how deputy sheriff Cecil Price and his
accomplices planned the execution of the young freedom riders and how prosecutors and judges brought
them to justice under conspiracy charges. Along the way, Ball introduces readers to a host of characters from
the heyday of the civil rights era with the NAACP, CORE, and SNCC on one side, and the KKK and its
fellow travelers on the other, and politicians sitting squarely on the fence.

Although to this day the murderers have never faced murder charges, United States v. Price emphatically
declared that the federal government would no longer tolerate the complicity of local and state authorities in
the suppression of the constitutional rights of southern blacks. As we approach the fortieth anniversary of the
murders in June 2004, Murder in Mississippi provides a timely and telling reminder of the vigilance
democracy requires if its ideals are to be fully realized.
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From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Murder in Mississippi: United States v. Price and the
Struggle for. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book Murder in Mississippi: United States v. Price and the Struggle for. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Rodney Wilson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Murder in Mississippi: United States v.
Price and the Struggle for book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Catherine Benavidez:

The reserve with title Murder in Mississippi: United States v. Price and the Struggle for has lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Charlie Seymour:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On this modern
era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the Murder
in Mississippi: United States v. Price and the Struggle for when you essential it?
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