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With the exception of die-hard aficionados of European or Italian horror cinema, most people may not have
heard of giallo cinema or have seen many films in this subgenre of horror. Most academic film studies tend
to ignore horror cinema in general and the giallo specifically. Critics often deride these films, which reveal
more about the reviewers' own prejudices than any problem with the works themselves. As a counter to such
biases, Mikel J. Koven argues for an alternative approach to studying these films, by approaching them as
vernacular cinema?distinct from "popular cinema." According to Koven, to look at a film from a vernacular
perspective removes the assumptions about what constitutes a "good" film and how a particular film is in
some way "artistic."

In La Dolce Morte: Vernacular Cinema and the Italian Giallo Film, Koven explores the history and
evolution of this aspect of cinema, and places these films within the context of Italian popular filmmaking.
He addresses various themes, motifs, and tropes in these films: their use of space, the murders, the role of the
detective, the identity of the killer, issues of belief, excess, and the set-piece.

In addition to being the first academic study of the giallo film in English, this book surveys more than fifty
films of this subgenre. In addition to filmmakers like Mario Bava and Dario Argento, Koven also looks at the
films of Lucio Fulci, Sergio Martino, Pupi Avati, Umberto Lenzi, and others. In all, the works of twenty-five
different filmmakers are considered in this book. Also explored are the inter-relationships between these
films: how one influences others, how certain filmmakers take ideas and build off of them, and how those
ideas are further transformed by other filmmakers. Koven also explores the impact of the giallo on the later
North American slasher genre.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Daniels:

The event that you get from La Dolce Morte: Vernacular Cinema and the Italian Giallo Film will be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but La Dolce Morte: Vernacular Cinema and the Italian
Giallo Film giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this La
Dolce Morte: Vernacular Cinema and the Italian Giallo Film instantly.

Grady Long:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book La Dolce Morte: Vernacular Cinema and the Italian Giallo Film it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Andrew Comer:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving La Dolce Morte: Vernacular
Cinema and the Italian Giallo Film that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick La Dolce Morte: Vernacular Cinema and the Italian Giallo
Film become your personal starter.

Pedro Dillon:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like La Dolce Morte: Vernacular
Cinema and the Italian Giallo Film which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
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