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Why is it that some films are called epics? Audiences know that such films will be large-scale, spectacular
productions, but does the term have deeper cultural significance? In antiquity, epic was a prestigious genre
whose stories ranged from the Trojan War to the founding of Rome, and dealt with important themes
including heroism, the gods, military prowess, and spectacle.

In Film and the Classical Epic Tradition, Joanna Paul explores the relationship between films set in the
ancient world and the classical epic tradition, arguing that there is a meaningful connection between the
literary and cinematic genres. This relationship is particularly apparent in films which adapt classical epic
texts for the screen, such as Ulysses, Troy, O Brother Where Art Thou, and Jason and the Argonauts.
Beginning with an assessment of the films, Paul discusses a variety of themes, such as heroism and kleos, the
depiction of the gods, and narrative structure. She then considers a series of case-studies of Hollywood
historical epics which further demonstrate the ways in which cinema engages with the themes of classical
epic. The relationship between Gladiator and The Fall of the Roman Empire demonstrates the importance of
tradition, while the archetypal epic themes of heroism and spectacle are explored through, respectively,
Spartacus and Ben-Hur. The concluding chapters look at common tropes surrounding epic, especially
focusing on the performance of epic in the ancient and modern worlds, its perceived social role, and the
widespread parody of epic in both literature and cinema.

Through this careful consideration of how epic can manifest itself in different periods and cultures, we learn
how cinema makes a powerful claim to be a modern vehicle for a very ancient tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Smith:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Film and the Classical Epic
Tradition (Classical Presences) book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Jacqueline Morrison:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Film and the Classical Epic Tradition
(Classical Presences), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified
as reading friends.

Thomas Burke:

Film and the Classical Epic Tradition (Classical Presences) can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Film and the Classical
Epic Tradition (Classical Presences) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into
new stage of crucial pondering.

Norma Barnes:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you personally is Film and the Classical Epic Tradition (Classical Presences) this publication consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some research when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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