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Conventional wisdom holds that television was a co-conspirator in the repressions of Cold War America,
that it was a facilitator to the blacklist and handmaiden to McCarthyism. But Thomas Doherty argues that,
through the influence of television, America actually became a more open and tolerant place. Although many
books have been written about this period, Cold War, Cool Medium is the only one to examine it through the
lens of television programming.

To the unjaded viewership of Cold War America, the television set was not a harbinger of intellectual
degradation and moral decay, but a thrilling new household appliance capable of bringing the wonders of the
world directly into the home. The "cool medium" permeated the lives of every American, quickly becoming
one of the most powerful cultural forces of the twentieth century. While television has frequently been
blamed for spurring the rise of Senator Joseph McCarthy, it was also the national stage upon which America
witnessed?and ultimately welcomed?his downfall. In this provocative and nuanced cultural history, Doherty
chronicles some of the most fascinating and ideologically charged episodes in television history: the warm-
hearted Jewish sitcom The Goldbergs; the subversive threat from I Love Lucy; the sermons of Fulton J.
Sheen on Life Is Worth Living; the anticommunist series I Led 3 Lives; the legendary jousts between Edward
R. Murrow and Joseph McCarthy on See It Now; and the hypnotic, 188-hour political spectacle that was the
Army-McCarthy hearings.

By rerunning the programs, freezing the frames, and reading between the lines, Cold War, Cool Medium
paints a picture of Cold War America that belies many black-and-white clichés. Doherty not only details how
the blacklist operated within the television industry but also how the shows themselves struggled to defy it,
arguing that television was preprogrammed to reinforce the very freedoms that McCarthyism attempted to
curtail.
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From reader reviews:

Lola Paolucci:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Cold War, Cool Medium: Television,
McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) will make you to end up being smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading the book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or ideal book with you?

Irma Hughes:

The book Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave the good thing like a book Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American
Culture (Film and Culture)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jessica Jennings:

The guide with title Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and
Culture) includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Mary Ruch:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot of
information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read. In
order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Cold War,
Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) will give you new
experience in reading through a book.
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