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Set in the fictional community of Bayonne, Louisiana, in the late 1940s, A Lesson Before Dying tells the
story of Jefferson, a twenty-one-year-old uneducated black field worker wrongfully accused and convicted of
the robbery and murder of a white man, and sentenced to death by electrocution. At his trial, Jefferson's
court-appointed defense attorney argues that Jefferson lacks the intelligence to plan a robbery, and that, even
if he had been involved in the killing, sentencing him to death would be like putting a hog in the electric
chair. In spite of this so-called defense, the all-white jury finds Jefferson guilty. To compound the horror of
his situation, Jefferson internalizes the attorney's racist depiction of him as a dumb animal. Determined that
Jefferson will die with dignity, his godmother ("nannan"), Miss Emma, turns to Grant Wiggins, a black
teacher at the local plantation school, and asks him to teach Jefferson to be a man. Although convinced that
there is nothing he can do, Grant reluctantly agrees to visit Jefferson in jail. Over the next several months,
while Jefferson awaits execution, he and Grant forge a bond that enables both men to regain their dignity,
reconnect with their community, and learn "the importance of standing."
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From reader reviews:

Larry Hunter:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve A Lesson Before Dying (Oprah's
Book Club) 1st (first) Edition by Gaines, Ernest J. published by Vintage (1997) will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which
open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Marvis Byrnes:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally
but the problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Lesson
Before Dying (Oprah's Book Club) 1st (first) Edition by Gaines, Ernest J. published by Vintage (1997) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Syble Mills:

Why? Because this A Lesson Before Dying (Oprah's Book Club) 1st (first) Edition by Gaines, Ernest J.
published by Vintage (1997) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Frances Coffey:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Lesson Before Dying (Oprah's Book Club) 1st
(first) Edition by Gaines, Ernest J. published by Vintage (1997) was colourful and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book A Lesson Before Dying (Oprah's Book Club) 1st (first) Edition by Gaines,
Ernest J. published by Vintage (1997) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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