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On the fiftieth anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution, a defining moment in the Cold War, Victor
Sebestyen, a journalist whose own family fled from Hungary, gives us a totally fresh account of that
uprising, incorporating newly released official Hungarian and Soviet documents, his family’s diaries, and
eyewitness testimony.

Tracing the events that led to the rebellion, Sebestyen tells the story of these twelve days with front-page
immediacy. Sebestyen’s narrative moves from the tumultuous streets of Budapest to the inner sanctums of
the Kremlin and the White House, where we hear the conversations of the men and women who planned and
took part in the uprising and of those who helped crush it–some actively, others through craven inaction.

Sebestyen shows how Western anti-Communist rhetoric encouraged the rebels and convinced them they
would receive help. We witness the thrilling first days when, armed with a few rifles, petrol bombs, and
desperate courage, the people of Budapest rose up against their Soviet masters and nearly succeeded in
routing the Russian forces. For a few exciting days, as the Western world watched in amazement, it looked
as though the Hungarians would win and humble the Soviet Union. Russian troops withdrew. But not for
long.

The Soviets showed they would resort to brutal lengths to cling to their Communist empire–and the West
was prepared to let them. The free world looked on in sympathy and horror, did nothing, and, finally, the
Hungarians suffered a devastating defeat, remaining under Soviet occupation for three more decades.

Fast-paced, vivid, and authoritative, Twelve Days adds immeasurably to our understanding of one of the
most important battles of the Cold War and reminds us–through the extraordinary courage and sacrifice of
the Hungarian people in their doomed fight–of the unquenchable human desire for freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Luther Roberts:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Twelve Days: The Story of the 1956 Hungarian
Revolution it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
offers high quality.

Anthony Green:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Twelve Days: The Story of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get just before. The Twelve Days: The Story of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution giving you
one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Christopher Thompson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer can be Twelve Days: The Story of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Gail Boutwell:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve Twelve Days: The Story of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution was filled with
regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some



people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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