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America's criminal justice system is broken. The United States punishes at a higher per capita rate than any
other country in the world. In the last twenty years, incarceration rates have risen 500 percent. Sentences are
harsh, prisons are overcrowded, life inside is dangerous, and rehabilitation programs are ineffective. Police
and prosecutors operate in the dark shadows of the legal process--sometimes resigning themselves to the
status quo, sometimes turning a profit from it. The courts define punishment as "time served," but that hardly
begins to explain the suffering of prisoners.

Looking not only to court records but to works of philosophy, history, and literature for illumination, Robert
Ferguson, a distinguished law professor, diagnoses all parts of a now massive, out-of-control punishment
regime. He reveals the veiled pleasure behind the impulse to punish (which confuses our thinking about the
purpose of punishment), explains why over time all punishment regimes impose greater levels of punishment
than originally intended, and traces a disturbing gap between our ability to quantify pain and the precision
with which penalties are handed down.

Ferguson turns the spotlight from the debate over legal issues to the real plight of prisoners, addressing not
law professionals but the American people. Do we want our prisons to be this way? Or are we unaware, or
confused, or indifferent, or misinformed about what is happening? Acknowledging the suffering of prisoners
and understanding what punishers do when they punish are the first steps toward a better, more just system.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Ross:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Inferno: An Anatomy of American Punishment. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Inferno: An Anatomy of American Punishment. You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Michael Johnson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Inferno:
An Anatomy of American Punishment offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Josefina Smith:

This Inferno: An Anatomy of American Punishment is completely new way for you who has interest to look
for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Inferno: An Anatomy of American
Punishment can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get through
anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also
knowledge.

Shirley Vega:

You can obtain this Inferno: An Anatomy of American Punishment by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.
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