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In late October 1846, the last wagon train of that year's westward migration stopped overnight before
resuming its arduous climb over the Sierra Nevada Mountains, unaware that a fearsome storm was gathering
force. After months of grueling travel, the 81 men, women and children would be trapped for a brutal winter
with little food and only primitive shelter. The conclusion is known: by spring of the next year, the Donner
Party was synonymous with the most harrowing extremes of human survival. But until now, the full story of
what happened--and what it tells us about human nature and about America's westward expansion--remained
shrouded in myth.
Drawing on fresh archeological evidence, recent research on topics ranging from survival rates to snowfall
totals, and heartbreaking letters and diaries made public by descendants a century-and-a-half after the
tragedy, Ethan Rarick offers an intimate portrait of the Donner party and their unimaginable ordeal: a mother
who must divide her family, a little girl who shines with courage, a devoted wife who refuses to abandon her
husband, a man who risks his life merely to keep his word. Rarick resists both the gruesomely sensationalist
accounts of the Donner party as well as later attempts to turn the survivors into archetypal pioneer heroes.
"The Donner Party," Rarick writes, "is a story of hard decisions that were neither heroic nor villainous.
Often, the emigrants displayed a more realistic and typically human mixture of generosity and selfishness, an
alloy born of necessity."
A fast-paced, heart-wrenching, clear-eyed narrative history, Desperate Passage casts new light on one of
America's most horrific encounters between the dream of a better life and the harsh realities such dreams so
often must confront.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Desperate
Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The book untitled Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey Westis a
single of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented
of the world on this book.

Dorothy Walker:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Mildred Yen:

Beside this kind of Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what
it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this
book along with read it from right now!

Larry Strickland:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Desperate Passage: The
Donner Party's Perilous Journey West or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside



science e-book, any other book likes Desperate Passage: The Donner Party's Perilous Journey West to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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