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This volume presents six alternative approaches to studying second language acquisition – 'alternative' in the
sense that they contrast with and/or complement the cognitivism pervading the field. All six approaches –
sociocultural, complexity theory, conversation-analytic, identity, language socialization, and sociocognitive
– are described according to the same set of six headings, allowing for direct comparison across approaches.

Each chapter is authored by leading advocates for the approach described: James Lantolf for the
sociocultural approach; Diane Larsen-Freeman for the complexity theory approach; Gabriele Kasper and
Johannes Wagner for the conversation-analytic approach; Bonny Norton and Carolyn McKinney for the
identity approach; Patricia Duff and Steven Talmy for the language socialization approach and Dwight
Atkinson for the sociocognitive approach.

Introductory and commentary chapters round out this volume. The editor’s introduction describes the
significance of alternative approaches to SLA studies given its strongly cognitivist orientation. Lourdes
Ortega’s commentary considers the six approaches from an 'enlightened traditional' perspective on SLA
studies – a viewpoint which is cognitivist in orientation but broad enough to give serious and balanced
consideration to alternative approaches.

This volume is essential reading in the field of second language acquisition.
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From reader reviews:

Jose York:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Alternative Approaches to
Second Language Acquisition book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sherrie Shannon:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually Alternative Approaches to Second Language Acquisition.

Tony You:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for you is Alternative Approaches to Second Language Acquisition this book consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Lorraine Bryant:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Alternative Approaches to Second Language
Acquisition was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Alternative Approaches
to Second Language Acquisition has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading in which.
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