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How have modern democracies squared their commitment to equality with their fear that disparities in talent
and intelligence might be natural, persistent, and consequential? In this wide-ranging account of American
and French understandings of merit, talent, and intelligence over the past two centuries, John Carson tells the
fascinating story of how two nations wrestled scientifically with human inequalities and their social and
political implications.

Surveying a broad array of political tracts, philosophical treatises, scientific works, and journalistic writings,
Carson chronicles the gradual embrace of the IQ version of intelligence in the United States, while in France,
the birthplace of the modern intelligence test, expert judgment was consistently prized above such
quantitative measures. He also reveals the crucial role that determinations of, and contests over, merit have
played in both societies--they have helped to organize educational systems, justify racial hierarchies, classify
army recruits, and direct individuals onto particular educational and career paths.

A contribution to both the history of science and intellectual history, The Measure of Merit illuminates the
shadow languages of inequality that have haunted the American and French republics since their inceptions.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Clark:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
The Measure of Merit: Talents, Intelligence, and Inequality in the French and American Republics, 1750-
1940.

Jennifer Galaviz:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Measure of Merit: Talents,
Intelligence, and Inequality in the French and American Republics, 1750-1940 that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The
Measure of Merit: Talents, Intelligence, and Inequality in the French and American Republics, 1750-1940
become your personal starter.

Donovan Houseman:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to
be learn. The Measure of Merit: Talents, Intelligence, and Inequality in the French and American Republics,
1750-1940 can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

John Harris:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Measure of Merit: Talents, Intelligence, and Inequality
in the French and American Republics, 1750-1940 was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book The Measure of Merit: Talents, Intelligence, and Inequality in the French and American
Republics, 1750-1940 has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading that.
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