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An illustrated foray into the hidden truth about the use of psychoactive mushrooms to connect with the
divine.

• Draws parallels between Vedic beliefs and Judeo-Christian sects, showing the existence of a mushroom
cult that crossed cultural boundaries.

• Contends that the famed philosophers' stone of the alchemist was a metaphor for the mushroom.

• Confirms and extends Robert Gordon Wasson's hypothesis of the role of the fly agaric mushroom in
generating religious visions.

Rejecting arguments that the elusive philosophers' stone of alchemy and the Hindu elixir of life were mere
legend, Clark Heinrich provides a strong case that Amanita muscaria, the fly agaric mushroom, played this
role in world religious history. Working under the assumption that this "magic mushroom" was the
mysterious food and drink of the gods, Heinrich traces its use in Vedic and Puranic religion, illustrating how
ancient cultures used the powerful psychedelic in esoteric rituals meant to bring them into direct contact with
the divine. He then shows how the same mushroom symbols found in Hindu scriptures correspond perfectly
to the symbols of ancient Judaism, Christianity, the Grail myths, and alchemy, arguing that miraculous
stories as disparate as the burning bush of Moses and the raising of Lazarus from the dead can be easily
explained by the use of this strange and powerful mushroom. While acknowledging the speculative nature of
his work, Heinrich concludes that in many religious cultures and traditions the fly agaric mushroom--and in
some cases ergot or psilocybin mushrooms--had a fundamental influence in teaching humans about the
nature of God. His insightful book truly brings new light to the religious history of humanity.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Shull:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Magic Mushrooms in Religion and
Alchemy will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Jane Rippeon:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Magic Mushrooms in Religion and Alchemy book is readable by you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Magic Mushrooms in
Religion and Alchemy content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Magic Mushrooms in Religion and Alchemy is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

John Threadgill:

This Magic Mushrooms in Religion and Alchemy are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Magic Mushrooms in Religion and Alchemy can be among
the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you
actually with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Magic Mushrooms in Religion and Alchemy forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Herbert Oakley:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Magic Mushrooms in Religion and
Alchemy is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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