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The fun and fascinating follow-up to the international bestseller Red Herrings and White Elephants

Why do people put their "skeletons in a closet," "have a hunch," "get the cold shoulder," "get dressed up to
the nines," or "call a spade a spade?" These phrases are used every day, yet most people have little or no idea
where most of them come from. In Black Sheep and Lame Ducks, Albert Jack takes readers on a journey
through the curious- and often bizarre-origins of hundreds of their favorite idioms and expressions.

For example, "wearing your heart on your sleeve" comes from the Middle Ages, when a lady would "give
her heart" in the form of a handkerchief pinned to the sleeve of a knight who was about to go into battle. And
calling someone the "black sheep in the family" refers to a thousands- year-old belief that a black lamb in a
flock was unpopular because its fleece was undyeable and therefore less valuable.

With Black Sheep and Lame Ducks, any language-lover can feel like a "Smart Aleck"-and also know exactly
who that was.
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From reader reviews:

Archie Moriarty:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of
Even More Phrases We Use Every Day. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Jane Nelsen:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Black Sheep and
Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every Day suitable to you? The actual book was
written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of
Even More Phrases We Use Every Dayis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Augustine Klotz:

The particular book Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every Day
will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Black Sheep
and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every Day is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Joshua Hsu:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be go through. Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use
Every Day can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time
problems.
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