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Growing up with the twentieth century, Alfred Barr (1902-1981), founding director of the Museum of
Modern Art, harnessed the cataclysm that was modernism. In this book -- part intellectual biography, part
institutional history -- Sybil Gordon Kantor tells the story of the rise of modern art in America and of the
man responsible for its triumph. Following the trajectory of Barr's career from the 1920s through the 1940s,
Kantor penetrates the myths, both positive and negative, that surround Barr and his achievements.

Barr fervently believed in an aesthetic based on the intrinsic traits of a work of art and the materials and
techniques involved in its creation. Kantor shows how this formalist approach was expressed in the
organizational structure of the multidepartmental museum itself, whose collections, exhibitions, and
publications all expressed Barr's vision. At the same time, she shows how Barr's ability to reconcile classical
objectivity and mythic irrationality allowed him to perceive modernism as an open-ended phenomenon that
expanded beyond purist abstract modernism to include surrealist, nationalist, realist, and expressionist art.

Drawing on interviews with Barr's contemporaries as well as on Barr's extensive correspondence, Kantor
also paints vivid portraits of, among others, Jere Abbott, Katherine Dreier, Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Philip
Johnson, Lincoln Kirstein, Agnes Mongan, J. B. Neumann, and Paul Sachs.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Davis:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art, you are able to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a publication.

Guadalupe Leatherman:

The book Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

David Mathews:

Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art although doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Mary Gonzalez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Alfred H. Barr, Jr. and the Intellectual Origins of the Museum of Modern Art when you
necessary it?
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