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The Victorians excelled at telling ghost stories. In an age of rapid scientific progress, the idea of a vindictive
past able to reach out and violate the present held a special potential for terror. Throughout the nineteenth
century, fictional ghost stories developed in parallel with the more general Victorian fascination with death
and what lay beyond it. Though they were as much a part of the cultural and literary fabric of the age as
imperial confidence, the best of the stories still retain their original power to surprise and unsettle. In
Victorian Ghost Stories, the editors map out the development of the ghost story from 1850 to the early years
of the twentieth century and demonstrate the importance of this form of short fiction in Victorian popular
culture. As well as reprinting stories by supernatural specialists such as J. S. Le Fanu and M. R. James, this
selection emphasizes the key role played by women writers-including Elizabeth Gaskell, Rhoda Broughton,
and Charlotte Riddell-and offers one or two genuine rarities. Other writers represented include Charles
Dickens, Henry James, Wilkie Collins, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and R. L. Stevenson. There is also a
fascinating Introduction and a chronological list of ghost story collections from 1850 to 1910.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wild:

The knowledge that you get from The Oxford Book of Victorian Ghost Stories is a more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Oxford Book of Victorian Ghost Stories giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific The Oxford Book of Victorian
Ghost Stories instantly.

William Martin:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be learn. The Oxford Book of Victorian Ghost Stories can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Willie Thacker:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something new? This The Oxford Book of Victorian Ghost Stories can be the
response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Christine Brooks:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Oxford Book of Victorian Ghost
Stories can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Oxford Book of Victorian
Ghost Stories.
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