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How is medical knowledge made? New methods for research and clinical care have reshaped the practices of
medical knowledge production over the last forty years. Consensus conferences, evidence-based medicine,
translational medicine, and narrative medicine are among the most prominent new methods. Making Medical
Knowledge explores their origins and aims, their epistemic strengths, and their epistemic weaknesses.
Miriam Solomon argues that the familiar dichotomy between the art and the science of medicine is not
adequate for understanding this plurality of methods. The book begins by tracing the development of medical
consensus conferences, from their beginning at the United States' National Institutes of Health in 1977, to
their widespread adoption in national and international contexts. It discusses consensus conferences as social
epistemic institutions designed to embody democracy and achieve objectivity. Evidence-based medicine,
which developed next, ranks expert consensus at the bottom of the evidence hierarchy, thus challenging the
authority of consensus conferences. Evidence-based medicine has transformed both medical research and
clinical medicine in many positive ways, but it has also been accused of creating an intellectual hegemony
that has marginalized crucial stages of scientific research, particularly scientific discovery. Translational
medicine is understood as a response to the shortfalls of both consensus conferences and evidence-based
medicine. Narrative medicine is the most prominent recent development in the medical humanities. Its
central claim is that attention to narrative is essential for patient care. Solomon argues that the differences
between narrative medicine and the other methods have been exaggerated, and offers a pluralistic account of
how the all the methods interact and sometimes conflict. The result is both practical and theoretical
suggestions for how to improve medical knowledge and understand medical controversies.
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From reader reviews:

Holley Shipman:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Making Medical Knowledge book is readable by simply you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Making Medical
Knowledge content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Making Medical
Knowledge is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Keith Smith:

This Making Medical Knowledge is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for
you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Making Medical Knowledge in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Denise Lee:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking
at a book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Making Medical
Knowledge which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Katherine Holt:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Making Medical Knowledge can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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