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What drives a person to take his or her own life? Why would an individual be willing to strap a bomb to
himself and walk into a crowded marketplace, blowing himself up at the same time as he kills and maims the
people around him? Does suicide or ‘voluntary death’ have the same meaning today as it had in earlier
centuries, and does it have the same significance in China, India and the Middle East as it has in the West?
How should we understand this distressing, often puzzling phenomenon and how can we explain its patterns
and variations over time?

In this wide-ranging comparative study, Barbagli examines suicide as a socio-cultural, religious and political
phenomenon, exploring the reasons that underlie it and the meanings it has acquired in different cultures
throughout the world. Drawing on a vast body of research carried out by historians, anthropologists,
sociologists, political scientists and psychologists, Barbagli shows that a satisfactory theory of suicide cannot
limit itself to considering the two causes that were highlighted by the great French sociologist Émile
Durkheim – namely, social integration and regulation. Barbagli proposes a new account of suicide that links
the motives for and significance attributed to individual actions with the people for whom and against whom
individuals take their lives.

This new study of suicide sheds fresh light on the cultural differences between East and West and greatly
increases our understanding of an often-misunderstood act. It will be the definitive history of suicide for
many years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Levy:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will require this Farewell to the World: A History of Suicide.

Jessica Garcia:

The book untitled Farewell to the World: A History of Suicide contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Anna Wright:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Farewell to the World: A
History of Suicide which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Willie Coffey:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Farewell to the World: A History of Suicide was filled with regards to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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