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Even before wartime incarceration, Japanese Americans largely lived in separate cultural communities from
their West Coast neighbors. Although the Nisei children, the American-born second generation, were U.S.
citizens and were integrated in public schools, they were socially isolated in many ways from their peers.
These young women found rapport in ethnocultural youth organizations, a forgotten world of female
friendship and camaraderie that Valerie J. Matsumoto recovers in this book.

Through extensive networks of social clubs, young Japanese American women competed in sports,
socialized with young men, and forged enduring friendships. During the 1920s and 1930s, Nisei girls'
organizations flourished in Los Angeles, then home to the largest Japanese American population. In clubs
with names such as the Junior Misses and Tartanettes, girls gained leadership training, took part in
community service, found jobs, and enjoyed beach outings and parties. Often sponsored by the YWCA,
Buddhist temples, and Christian churches, these groups served as a bulwark against racial discrimination,
offering a welcoming space that helped young women navigate between parental expectations and the lure of
popular culture. Indeed, their dances, meetings, and athletic events filled the social calendars in the ethnic
press. As cultural mediators and ethnic representatives, these urban teenagers bridged the cultures of the
Japanese American community and mainstream society, whether introducing new foods, holidays, and rituals
into the home or dancing in kimono at civic events. Some expressed themselves as poets, writers, and
journalists and took leading roles in the development of a Nisei literary network. Women's organizing skills
and work would prove critical to the support of their families during World War II incarceration and
community rebuilding in the difficult years of resettlement.

By bringing to life a dynamic and long-lasting world of friendship circles and clubs, City Girls highlights the
ways in which urban Nisei daughters claimed modern femininity, an American identity, and public space
from the Jazz Age through the postwar era.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Gomes:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los
Angeles, 1920-1950 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Richard Cary:

The feeling that you get from City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 will be the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to understand but City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles,
1920-1950 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
specific City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 instantly.

Rachel Leadbetter:

The book untitled City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 is the reserve that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los
Angeles, 1920-1950 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jamie Wallace:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-
1950 can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have City Girls: The Nisei Social World in
Los Angeles, 1920-1950.
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