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“You’ll call this sentimental—perhaps—but then a dog somehow represents the private side of life, the play
side,” Virginia Woolf confessed to a friend. In this charming and engaging book, Maureen Adams celebrates
this private, playful side telling readers about the relationships between five remarkable women writers and
their dogs.

In Shaggy Muses, Adams explores the work and lives of these authors through the various roles played by
their most devoted companions. Elizabeth Barrett Browning was rescued from a life of passivity and illness
by Flush, a lively, possessive (and frequently dog-napped!) golden Cocker Spaniel. Emily Brontë’s fierce
Mastiff mix, Keeper, provided a safe and loving outlet for the writer’s equally fierce spirit. Emily Dickinson
found companionship with Carlo, the gentle, giant Newfoundland who soothed her emotional terrors. A
troop of ever-faithful Pekingese warmed Edith Wharton’s lonely heart during her restless travels among
Europe and America’s social and intellectual elite. And Virginia Woolf developed a deep attachment to
Pinka, a black Cocker Spaniel who was both gift from her lover, Vita Sackville-West, and a link to her
husband Leonard.

Based on diaries, letters, and other contemporary accounts—and featuring many illustrations of the writers
and their dogs—these five miniature biographies allow unparalleled intimacy with women of genius in their
hours of domestic ease and inner vulnerability.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Gagne:

Typically the book Shaggy Muses: The Dogs who Inspired Virginia Woolf, Emily Dickinson, Elizabeth
Barrett Browning, Edith Wharton, and Emily Brontë has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking
over this book.

Roger Cowen:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Shaggy Muses: The Dogs who Inspired Virginia Woolf, Emily Dickinson, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Edith
Wharton, and Emily Brontë your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become
one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Shaggy Muses: The Dogs
who Inspired Virginia Woolf, Emily Dickinson, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Edith Wharton, and Emily
Brontë giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Royce Britton:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be examine. Shaggy Muses: The Dogs who Inspired Virginia Woolf,
Emily Dickinson, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Edith Wharton, and Emily Brontë can be your answer since it
can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Dolores Mann:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Shaggy Muses: The Dogs who Inspired Virginia Woolf, Emily Dickinson, Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, Edith Wharton, and Emily Brontë when you necessary it?
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