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Some ancient civilizations, notably the Babylonians and the Israelites, held fast to the belief that their
particular god (or gods) were stronger than all other heavenly powers and gods combined, supremely able to
protect their well-being and success as a nation. This belief (which resounds in the modern-day rallying cry
"God is on our side") led to some foolhardy and rash decisions, particularly when it came to war. For a
nation defeated or conquered by a foreign power inevitably faced the profound, perplexing question: "Why
did our God, who has sworn to protect us, allow this to happen?"

Jonathan A. Goldstein turns to the religious literature of these ancient peoples to discover how they
reconciled their beliefs with the realities of history. In a magnificent blend of several academic disciples
(literary criticism, political theory, biblical and classical history), he compares and contrasts the responses of
different eras and nations–from the Israelites, Babylonians, and Egyptians to the Zoroastrians, Iranians, and
Persians under Alexander the Great. Goldstein’s close readings of literature written following such
devastating events as the fall of the Israelites to the Assyrians and the Babylonians demonstrate that
theology, far from being a static and unchanging set of beliefs, evolves with the course of history. Revealing
how each defeat helped to shape and define the religious beliefs of the conquered, Peoples of an Almighty
God clearly demonstrates that no belief can remain unchanged or untouched by the beliefs of other people.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Clark:

The book Peoples of an Almighty God: Competing Religions in the Ancient World (Anchor Bible Reference
Library) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
good thing like a book Peoples of an Almighty God: Competing Religions in the Ancient World (Anchor
Bible Reference Library)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Peoples of an Almighty God:
Competing Religions in the Ancient World (Anchor Bible Reference Library) has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Geraldine Carlson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Peoples of an Almighty
God: Competing Religions in the Ancient World (Anchor Bible Reference Library) book as basic and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Edwin Bernal:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Peoples of an Almighty God: Competing Religions in the Ancient World
(Anchor Bible Reference Library) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jack Bell:

You may get this Peoples of an Almighty God: Competing Religions in the Ancient World (Anchor Bible
Reference Library) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now,
you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your



knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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