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If politics is the art of the possible, then compromise is the artistry of democracy. Unless one partisan
ideology holds sway over all branches of government, compromise is necessary to govern for the benefit of
all citizens. A rejection of compromise biases politics in favor of the status quo, even when the rejection
risks crisis. Why then is compromise so difficult in American politics today?

In The Spirit of Compromise, eminent political thinkers Amy Gutmann and Dennis Thompson connect the
rejection of compromise to the domination of campaigning over governing--the permanent campaign---in
American democracy today. They show that campaigning for political office calls for a mindset that blocks
compromise--standing tenaciously on principle to mobilize voters and mistrusting opponents in order to
defeat them. Good government calls for an opposite cluster of attitudes and arguments--the compromising
mindset--that inclines politicians to adjust their principles and to respect their opponents. It is a mindset that
helps politicians appreciate and take advantage of opportunities for desirable compromise.

Gutmann and Thompson explore the dynamics of these mindsets by comparing the historic compromises on
tax reform under President Reagan in 1986 and health care reform under President Obama in 2010. Both
compromises were difficult to deliver but only tax reform was bipartisan. Drawing lessons from these and
other important compromises--and failures to compromise--in American politics, Gutmann and Thompson
propose changes in our political institutions, processes, and mindsets that would encourage a better balance
between campaigning and governing.

Calling for greater cooperation in contemporary politics, The Spirit of Compromise will interest all who care
about whether their government leaders can work together.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Marburger:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this The Spirit of Compromise: Why Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It.

Kevin Burkes:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Spirit of Compromise: Why Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The The Spirit of Compromise: Why
Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It giving you another experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jerry Schooler:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Spirit of Compromise:
Why Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Spirit of
Compromise: Why Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It become your starter.

Maria Mariani:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to



entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Spirit of
Compromise: Why Governing Demands It and Campaigning Undermines It provide you with new
experience in studying a book.
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