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This clearly written and engrossing book presents a global narrative of the origins of the modern world from
1400 to the present. Unlike most studies, which assume that the “rise of the West” is the story of the coming
of the modern world, this history, drawing upon new scholarship on Asia, Africa, and the New World and
upon the maturing field of environmental history, constructs a story in which those parts of the world play
major roles, including their impacts on the environment. Robert B. Marks defines the modern world as one
marked by industry, the nation state, interstate warfare, a large and growing gap between the wealthiest and
poorest parts of the world, increasing inequality within the wealthiest industrialized countries, and an escape
from the environmental constraints of the “biological old regime.” He explains its origins by emphasizing
contingencies (such as the conquest of the New World); the broad comparability of the most advanced
regions in China, India, and Europe; the reasons why England was able to escape from common ecological
constraints facing all of those regions by the eighteenth century; a conjuncture of human and natural forces
that solidified a gap between the industrialized and non-industrialized parts of the world; and the mounting
environmental crisis that defines the modern world.

Now in a new edition that brings the saga of the modern world to the present in an environmental context,
the book considers how and why the United States emerged as a world power in the twentieth century and
became the sole superpower by the twenty-first century, and why the changed relationship of humans to the
environmental likely will be the hallmark of the modern era—the “Anthopocene.” Once again arguing that
the U.S. rise to global hegemon was contingent, not inevitable, Marks also points to the resurgence of Asia
and the vastly changed relationship of humans to the environment that may in the long run overshadow any
political and economic milestones of the past hundred years.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

This The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth to the
Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and
Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) can be
among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food
but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people.
Beside that this The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative from the Fifteenth
to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Christine Frazier:

The book untitled The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative from the
Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the
new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget,
so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Samuel Brown:

You can find this The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental Narrative from the
Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Timothy Wingo:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as



well as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Environmental
Narrative from the Fifteenth to the Twenty-First Century (World Social Change) can make you sense more
interested to read.
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