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In the wake of talk of a “postracial” America upon Barack Obama’s ascension as president of the United
States, Michele Norris, cohost of National Public Radio’s flagship program All Things Considered, set out to
write, through original reporting, a book about “the hidden conversation” on race that is unfolding
nationwide. She would, she thought, base her book on the frank disclosures of others on the subject, but she
was soon disabused of her presumption when forced to confront the fact that “the conversation” in her own
family had not been forthright.
 
Norris unearthed painful family secrets that compelled her to question her own self-understanding: from her
father’s shooting by a Birmingham police officer weeks after his discharge from the navy at the conclusion
of World War II to her maternal grandmother’s peddling pancake mix as an itinerant Aunt Jemima to white
farm women in the Midwest. In what became a profoundly personal and bracing journey into her family’s
past, Norris traveled from her childhood home in Minneapolis to her ancestral roots in the Deep South to
explore the reasons for the “things left unsaid” by her father and mother when she was growing up, the better
to come to terms with her own identity. Along the way she discovered how her character was forged by both
revelation and silence.
 
Extraordinary for Norris’s candor in examining her own racial legacy and what it means to be an American,
The Grace of Silence is also informed by rigorous research in its evocation of time and place, scores of
interviews with ordinary folk, and wise observations about evolving attitudes, at once encouraging and
disturbing, toward race in America today. For its particularity and universality, it is powerfully moving, a
tour de force.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McHugh:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Grace of Silence: A Memoir will make you to
become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that
open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

William Burns:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Grace of Silence: A Memoir as your
daily resource information.

Johnny Harper:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Grace of Silence: A Memoir why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Maria Green:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. From the book The Grace of Silence: A Memoir we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The Grace of Silence: A Memoir. You can more
attractive than now.
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