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In America today, opera has never been more popular, and one reason for this is, no doubt, that American
opera singers are fixtures on every leading opera stage throughout the world.  In this lively and engrossing
account, Peter G. Davis, music critic for New York magazine and a leading opera authority, tells the story of
how these plucky, resilient and supremely talented American singers have transformed this venerable
European-born art form and made it their own.

Starting with opera's arrival in America in the early nineteenth century, Davis shows how American singers
grew in sophistication and stature along with the country.  From the nineteenth-century pioneers who crashed
the gates of Europe's elite opera circles, to the glamorous singers of the early twentieth century who were
also Hollywood stars and publicity magnets, to the highly professional singers since World War II who not
only have gained European acceptance but now dominate the industry, this lively and highly readable
account chronicles the extraordinary lives and adventures of these larger-than-life personalities.  Included are
Maria Callas, Beverly Sills, Richard Tucker, Leontyne Price, Marilyn Horne, Lawrence Tibbett, and a galaxy
of others whose stories are as dramatic and compelling as the roles they sang on stage.

Full of prima-donna antics, hilarious backstage anecdotes, and performance lore, The American Opera
Singer will delight anyone who has felt the magic of opera, and will provide a new canon of American
singing sure to provoke spirited debate among aficionados.

Trained as a musician and composer, Peter G. Davis has been writing about music for over thirty years in
such publications as the New York Times, The Times of London, High Fidelity, and Opera News.  He is
currently music critic for New York magazine and lives in New York City.

Experience the artistry of America's supremely talented singers on RCA Victor Red Seal's The American
Opera Singer, a companion 2-CD set to this book, now available in record stores.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Roberts:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this The American Opera Singer: The lives & adventures of
America's great singers in opera & concert from 1825 to the present.

Christopher Decker:

This book untitled The American Opera Singer: The lives & adventures of America's great singers in opera
& concert from 1825 to the present to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book
in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Brenda Moulton:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
The American Opera Singer: The lives & adventures of America's great singers in opera & concert from
1825 to the present provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Joel Wall:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The American Opera Singer: The lives & adventures of
America's great singers in opera & concert from 1825 to the present was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book The American Opera Singer: The lives & adventures of America's
great singers in opera & concert from 1825 to the present has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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