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Throughout his career, Johnny Cash has been depicted -- and has depicted himself -- as a walking
contradiction: social protestor and establishment patriot, drugged wildman and devout Christian crusader,
rebel outlaw hillbilly thug and elder statesman. Leigh H. Edwards explores the allure of this paradoxical
image and its cultural significance. She argues that Cash embodies irresolvable contradictions of American
identity that reflect foundational issues in the American experience, such as the tensions between freedom
and patriotism, individual rights and nationalism, the sacred and the profane. She illustrates how this model
of ambivalence is a vital paradigm for American popular music, and for American identity in general.
Making use of sources such as Cash's autobiographies, lyrics, music, liner notes, and interviews, Edwards
pays equal attention to depictions of Cash by others, such as Vivian Cash's publication of his letters to her,
documentaries and music journalism about him, Walk the Line, and fan club materials found in the archives
at the Country Music Foundation in Nashville, to create a full portrait of Cash and his significance as a
cultural icon.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

The book Johnny Cash and the Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Johnny Cash and
the Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular)? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Johnny Cash and the Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) has simple
shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lori Roth:

This Johnny Cash and the Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) usually are reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Johnny Cash and the Paradox
of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Johnny Cash and the Paradox of American Identity
(Profiles in Popular) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Michael Parker:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is Johnny Cash and the Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) this publication consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Kevin Masterson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Johnny Cash and the
Paradox of American Identity (Profiles in Popular) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out



this book? Let's observe.
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