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What is jihad? Does it mean violence, as many non-Muslims assume? Or does it mean peace, as some
Muslims insist? Because jihad is closely associated with the early spread of Islam, today's debate about the
origin and meaning of jihad is nothing less than a struggle over Islam itself. In Jihad in Islamic History,
Michael Bonner provides the first study in English that focuses on the early history of jihad, shedding much-
needed light on the most recent controversies over jihad.

To some, jihad is the essence of radical Islamist ideology, a synonym for terrorism, and even proof of Islam's
innate violence. To others, jihad means a peaceful, individual, and internal spiritual striving. Bonner,
however, shows that those who argue that jihad means only violence or only peace are both wrong. Jihad is a
complex set of doctrines and practices that have changed over time and continue to evolve today. The
Quran's messages about fighting and jihad are inseparable from its requirements of generosity and care for
the poor. Jihad has often been a constructive and creative force, the key to building new Islamic societies and
states. Jihad has regulated relations between Muslims and non-Muslims, in peace as well as in war. And
while today's "jihadists" are in some ways following the "classical" jihad tradition, they have in other ways
completely broken with it.

Written for general readers who want to understand jihad and its controversies, Jihad in Islamic History will
also interest specialists because of its original arguments.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Rivera:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice.

Stuart Perez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book features high quality.

Earnest Koontz:

Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and
Practice however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial imagining.

Beverlee Guthrie:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of book
Jihad in Islamic History: Doctrines and Practice. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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