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"There are no definitive histories," writes Elijah Wald, in this provocative reassessment of American popular
music, "because the past keeps looking different as the present changes." Earlier musical styles sound
different to us today because we hear them through the musical filter of other styles that came after them, all
the way through funk and hip hop.

As its blasphemous title suggests, How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll rejects the conventional pieties of
mainstream jazz and rock history. Rather than concentrating on those traditionally favored styles, the book
traces the evolution of popular music through developing tastes, trends and technologies--including the role
of records, radio, jukeboxes and television --to give a fuller, more balanced account of the broad variety of
music that captivated listeners over the course of the twentieth century. Wald revisits original sources--
recordings, period articles, memoirs, and interviews--to highlight how music was actually heard and
experienced over the years. And in a refreshing departure from more typical histories, he focuses on the
world of working musicians and ordinary listeners rather than stars and specialists. He looks for example at
the evolution of jazz as dance music, and rock 'n' roll through the eyes of the screaming, twisting teenage
girls who made up the bulk of its early audience. Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman, Frank Sinatra, Elvis
Presley, Chuck Berry, and the Beatles are all here, but Wald also discusses less familiar names like Paul
Whiteman, Guy Lombardo, Mitch Miller, Jo Stafford, Frankie Avalon, and the Shirelles, who in some cases
were far more popular than those bright stars we all know today, and who more accurately represent the
mainstream of their times.

Written with verve and style, How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll shakes up our staid notions of music
history and helps us hear American popular music with new ears.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Scott:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the e-book entitled How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American Popular
Music. Try to make book How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American
Popular Music as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Phyllis Greenfield:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since
just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n'
Roll: An Alternative History of American Popular Music to read.

Selma Lang:

The particular book How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American Popular
Music will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book How the Beatles
Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American Popular Music is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Robert Barker:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this How the Beatles Destroyed Rock 'n' Roll: An Alternative History of American Popular Music
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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