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During the past decade and a half, scholars have increasingly addressed the relationship of history and
memory. Among American historians, David W. Blight has been a pioneer in the field of memory studies,
especially on the problems of slavery, race, and the Civil War. In this collection of essays, Blight examines
the meanings embedded in the causes, course, and consequences of the Civil War, the nature of changing
approaches to African American history, and the significance of race in the ways Americans, North and
South, black and white, developed historical memories of the nation's most divisive event.

The book as a whole demonstrates several ways to probe the history of memory, to understand how and why
groups of Americans have constructed versions of the past in the service of contemporary social needs.
Topics range from the writing and thought of Frederick Douglass and W.E.B. Du Bois to a comparison of
Abraham Lincoln and Douglass on the level of language and memory. The volume also includes a
compelling study of the values of a single Union soldier, an analysis of Ken Burns's PBS series The Civil
War, and a retrospective treatment of the distinguished African American historian Nathan I. Huggins.

Taken together, these lucidly written pieces offer a thoroughgoing assessment of the stakes of Civil War
memory and their consequences for American race relations. Beyond the Battlefield demonstrates not only
why we should preserve and study our Civil War battlefields, but also why we should lift our vision above
those landscapes and ponder all the unfinished questions of healing and justice, of racial harmony and
disharmony, that still bedevil our society and our historical imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Farrar:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Beyond
the Battlefield: Race, Memory, and the American Civil War? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Gary Lewis:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like
to something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Beyond the Battlefield: Race, Memory,
and the American Civil War can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lillian Vaughn:

Beyond the Battlefield: Race, Memory, and the American Civil War can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Beyond the
Battlefield: Race, Memory, and the American Civil War nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This
great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Mitchell Wilder:

Beside this specific Beyond the Battlefield: Race, Memory, and the American Civil War in your phone, it
can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It
is good thing to have Beyond the Battlefield: Race, Memory, and the American Civil War because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!
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